discrepant views can now be developed and advocated in official documents of a similar character and importance, and that the whole bearings of the subject can be discussed upon the same terms and in the same temper as we estimated the success or failure of a drug, without acrimony, and without the imputation of improper motives, or of rashness, or inhumanity, to either of the contending parties. During the first twenty years after the advocacy of non-restraint, so sad and bitter was the controversy to which this proposed innovation gave rise, that medical men connected with the treatment of the insane of the present generation may well fail to realise it. Indeed, the small number of those now remaining who participated in its various stages must experience astonishment at the excitement of feeling which prevailed, at the disproportionate importance attached to the progressive steps in the experiment, and at the lack of courtesy, candour, and forbearance which characterised the great majority of the combatants. By reference to the volumes of the'Lancet,'published between 1838 and 1848,1 when the contest was at its height, some idea may be formed of the amount of interest existing, by the space occupied with reports, letters, replies, recriminations, &c., and ample proof will be found of the passions and prejudices involved, and of the abandonment of all the rules and refinement and delicacy which should regulate scientific discussion and distinguish scientific inquirers; but the pages of that journal do not disclose the doubts, the difficulties, the jealousies, the estrangements, which followed these angry discussions, nor the false position which many honest and humane and intelligent opponents were constrained to occupy towards each other and towards the public. 
